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While the COVID-19 pandemic
has ground to a halt many peo-
ple’s lives, the restoration and
rehabilitation projects of her-
itage sites and their immediate
environment have continued at
“an increased pace”, according
to Din l-Art Ħelwa.

It is within this context that 
the NGO, founded in 1965, has
launched its annual competition
for the 15th edition of its presti-
gious Architectural Heritage
Awards, taking place later this year. 

“It is hoped that this will bring
added motivation to all those
working to enhance the rich ar-
chitectural heritage of the Mal-
tese islands at this difficult time,”
president Simone Mizzi said.

The awards are an initiative set
up by the organisation to en-
courage architectural excellence
in a Maltese context, the rehabil-
itation and reuse of old build-
ings and the recognition of the
dedicated work of those active in
the field of restoration.

The programme is carried out
each year with the support of the
Kamra tal-Periti.

Eligible projects include the
restoration or conservation of
buildings, the adaptation of build-
ings to new uses, building additions
or alterations, or new building 
projects in conservation areas. 

Projects can relate either to a
single building, a complex of
buildings or to a historic urban
environment or townscape. Sub-
missions will be judged on the
quality of the work executed, the
historic, cultural, educational
and social relevance, the prelim-
inary research conducted and
the aesthetic and visual merit. 

The project may be on a scale
ranging from small to large and
should display a standard of
work which would be outstand-
ing in a Maltese context.

Submissions for the XV Din l-
Art Ħelwa Architectural Heritage
Awards should be for projects
completed in the last year 

up to October 1, 2020. Submis-
sions must be received at Din l-
Art Ħelwa, 133, Melita Street,
Valletta by October 30.  More 

information about the award 
application and registration
forms are available from the
Kamra tal-Periti or from the Din 

l-Art Ħelwa office. For more 
information, call on 2122
0358/2122 5952 or send an e-mail
to info@dinlarthelwa.org.

The Grand Master’s Crypt at St John's Co-Cathedral, winner of the Din l-Art Ħelwa Prix d'Honneur in the category Restoration and Conservation in 2019. Right: The Maċina Project, an award winner for best readaptation and reuse of buildings in 2018.

Awarding restoration efforts of our heritage
The 15th edition of the Din l-Art Ħelwa Architectural 
Heritage Awards competition launched

Binja Laparelli, the award winner for best major regeneration in 2018. PHOTOS: DIN L-ART ĦELWA

No. 34, Main St., Lija, winner of a Din l-Art Ħelwa Diploma for
Restoration and Conservation in 2019.

“Submissions
should be for
projects completed
in the last year up
to October 1”


