
Edward Said  
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ARCHITECT & CIVIL ENGINEER 

 

 

 

 
57/ 27, Abate Rigord Street, 

Ta’ Xbiex, XBX1120 
Tel: 99447075 – 21320520 

Email: edwardjsaid@gmail.com 

 

The Director of Planning, 

MEPA 
 

                        1-v-2015 

 

Location:   Torri tal-Qawra, Id-Dwejra, in awi ta' San Lawrenz, G awdex 

Proposal:         Restoration of facades 

 

Restoration method statement 
 

Dear Sir, 

The submitted application seeks to restore the external elevations of the historic tower in 

caption which is presently under the custody of Din l-Art elwa. For a historical 

background kindly refer to the annexed excerpt from 'The Coastal Fortifications of Gozo 

and Comino) by A. Samut-Tagliaferro (vide Appendix 1). The principal scope of the this 

application is to ensure the preservation of all external elevations of the structure which 

despite interventions carried out some fifteen years ago, require urgent attention for 

which corporate funding has been made available.  

Given its age, exposed location and subjection to harsh weather conditions there are many 

severely decayed sections of masonry. The following points identify the types of 

deterioration observed and the remedial interventions proposed: 

 

1) Open joints and cavities - Raking out of loose and open joints only, followed by 

repointing using a lime-based mortar.  

2) Stonework deterioration - Chiselling out of severely decayed (alveoli-filled or 

back-weathered) stone elements and insertion of new replacements using the most 

durable globigerina limestone available. Individual sizes, profiles and surface finish 

will be replicated.    

3) 'Piecing-in' repairs - In the past, as a way of restoring the back-weathered 

stonework in a reversible and economic manner, stone pieces were embedded in lime 

mortar infilling the erosion cavities. After thorough inspection, this system, where 
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found to be in sound condition will be retained and possibly emulated where 

practicable.  

   

Yours sincerely, 

 
 

Edward Said 

Perit 

 

 

 

 

cc. Ms Simone Mizzi o.b.o. Din l-Art Helwa 
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Figure 1 

 
 

 

Figure 2 
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 Figure 3 
 

 Figure 4 
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 Figure 5 
 

 Figure 6 
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 Figure 7 

 

 Figure 8 
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 Figure 9 

 

 Figure 10 
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APPENDIX I - Excerpt from 'The Coastal Fortifications of Gozo and Comino) by A. Samut-

Tagliaferro, Midsea Publications Malta 1993, Chapter 11, pp. 159-169. 
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