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PRESS RELEASE
Three Gozo-based NGOs form ‘Koalizzjoni ghal Ghawdex’/Coalition for Gozo

Three key Gozo-focused environmental and heritage NGOs, Din L-Art Helwa Ghawdex,
Ghawdix and Wirt Ghawdex, have formed a coalition and pledged to work together to
protect and preserve the Gozitan built and natural heritage. The three organisations
represent diverse segments of Gozitan society and long-term, committed, Maltese and
foreign residents of Gozo.

Whilst continuing to operate as independent NGOs, the three organisations will speak
out in one united voice to fight the many outrageous developments negatively impacting
the Gozitan built environment, coast and countryside, reflecting the alarm and despair
felt by most Gozo residents. Koalizzjoni Ghal Ghawdex believes that, if we act now, we
are still in time to save the unique characteristics of the island of Gozo for future
generations.

Koalizzjoni ghal Ghawdex will initially be focused on two elements. Firstly, lobbying the
Government and the Planning Authority to close the existing loopholes in planning laws
allowing unfettered inappropriate construction to destroy Gozo’s landscape. Secondly,
pressing the Government and planners to draw up a new long-term vision for Gozo,
protecting its key resources, inherent beauty and tranquility, that have drawn many
people to its shores for decades.

Xlendi and Hondoq ir-Rummien are not St. George’s Bay and Bugibba. San Lawrenz,
Qala and Xaghra are not Sliema, Msida and Gzira. The present ‘one-size-fits-all’
planning policies are not fit for purpose and need to be reviewed after proper
consultation with communities, local councils, NGOs and the Gozo - based business
bodies.

Ghawdix, Wirt Ghawdex and Din L-Art Helwa Ghawdex, under the banner of Koalizzjoni
ghal Ghawdex, declare that the situation in Gozo is at intolerable levels, and
IMMEDIATE ACTION is necessary. The Coalition will work with the Government,
mobilise public debate and opinion, and pursue every legal and constitutional avenue
possible in defence of Gozo and its environment to ensure that public entities and
officials do their duty. The situation is at a tipping point, and there is no room for
complacency, procrastination or political maneuvering. The situation is desperate, and
sanity must be restored to planning policies and their underpinning political decisions to
avoid further disasters for the island of Gozo.
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VERZJONI BIL-MALTI 11 ta’ Novembru 2021

STQARRIJA GHALL-ISTAMPA
Tliet NGOs ibbazati f’Ghawdex jiffurmaw Koalizzjoni ghal Ghawdex/Coalition for Gozo

Tliet NGOs ewlenin li jiffukaw fugq l-ambjent u l-wirt Ghawdxi, Din L-Art Helwa Ghawdex,
Ghawdix and Wirt Ghawdex, iffurmaw koalizzjoni u weghdu li jahdmu flimkien biex jipprotegu u
jippreservaw il-wirt mibni u naturali Ghawdxi. It-tliet organizzazzjonijiet jirrapprezentaw ogsma
diversi tas-socjeta’ Ghawdxija, fosthom residenti Ghawdex, kemm Maltin kif ukoll barranin li
huma iddedikati b'impenn shih fil-gzira.

Filwaqt li ser ikomplu joperaw bhala NGOs indipendenti, it-tliet organizzazzjonijiet ser isemmghu
lehenhom b’vuci wahda biex jiggieldu I-hafna zvilupp ina¢éettabbli u xokkanti li ged ihalli effetti
negattivi fug l-ambjent mibni Ghawdxi, fuq il-kosta u I-kampanja. B’hekk ser jirriflettu d-dieqa u
d-disprament li ged ihossu I-bi¢¢a I-kbira tar-residenti Ghawdxin. Koalizzjoni ghal Ghawdex
temmen li jekk tittiehed azzjoni fil-pront, ghadna fil-hin sabiex insalvaw il-karatteristici tal-gzira
t Ghawdex ghall-generazzjonijiet li gejjin.

Ghalissa, Koalizzjoni Ghal Ghawdex ser tiffoka fuq zewq aspetti. L-ewwelnett, permezz ta’
lobbying, ser theggeg lill-Gvern u lill-Awtorita’ tal-lppjanar biex jinghalqu I-loopholes fil-ligijiet
tal-ippjanar li jippermettu I-kostruzzjoni bla razan u mhux xieraq li gieghed jeqred il-pajsagg
Ghawdxi. It-tieni nett, ser taghmel pressjoni ta’ lobbying fuq il-Gvern u fug dawk il-persuni li
jippjanaw sabiex titfassal vizjoni fit-tul ghal Ghawdex, wahda li tipprotegi r-rizorsi ewlenin
tal-gzira kif ukoll I-isbuhija intrinsika taghha u t-trankwilita’ li ghal ghexieren ta’ snin attiraw hafna
nies lejn xtutha.

Ix-Xlendi u Hondoq ir-Rummien mhumiex il-Bajja ta’ San Gorg u Bugibba. San Lawrenz, il-Qala
u x-Xaghra mhumiex Tas-Sliema, I-Imsida u |-Gzira, u I-policies prezenti tal-ippjanar ta’
one-size-fits-all mhumiex adattati ghall-iskop taghhom, u hemm bzonn Ii jigu mibdulin wara
konsultazzjoni xierqa mal-komunitajiet, il-kunsilli lokali, I-NGOs u I-entitajiet tan-negozju bbazati
fGhawdex.

Taht il-kappa tal-Koalizzjoni ghal Ghawdex, Din L-Art Helwa Ghawdex, Ghawdix u Wirt
Ghawdex jiddikkjaraw li s-sitwazzjoni fGhawdex waslet f’livelli intollerabbli, u tinhtieg AZZJONI
IMMEDJATA. ll-Koalizzjoni bi hsiebha tahdem mal-Gvern, tgajjem l|-opinjoni pubblika, u ftfittex
timxi fkull triq legali u kostituzzjonali sabiex tizgura li l-entitajiet u I-uffi¢jali pubbli¢i jaghmlu
dmirijiethom fid-difiza t‘Ghawdex u tal-ambjent tieghu. Is-sitwazzjoni wasslitna f'xifer I-irdum u
m’hemmx lok ghal serhan il-mohh, ghat-tnikkir jew ghal manuvrar politiku. Is-sitwazzjoni hija
wahda ta’ disperazzjoni, u hemm bzonn tar-raguni fil-politika tal-ippjanar u fid-decizjonijiet
politi¢i, sabiex jigu evitati izjed dizastri fil-gzira t Ghawdex.
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CAPTION: Koalizzjoni Ghal Ghawdex believes that we are still in time to save the unique
characteristics of the island of Gozo for future generations, if we act now.
Photo by: Daniel Cilia

KAPXIN: Koalizzjoni Ghal Ghawdex temmen li jekk nagixxu issa, ghadna fil-hin biex
insalvaw I|-karattru uniku tal-gzira Ghawdxija, ghall-generazzjonijiet li gejjin.
Ritratt mehud minn: Daniel Cilia





